FOUNDATIONS OF BRITISH PATRIOTISM
estate, which. In plain English, is the Common Law of
the land. And of that custom, and of his appertaining
rights, he himself will be the guardian.
A wise ruler will grasp this and act accordingly. Even
the Conqueror had condescended to the method of
inquest by jury, that is to say by the people themselves,
in ascertaining their customary rights and liabilities, and
in so doing had put his foot upon the royal road that
leads to full active partnership of Sovereign and people.
But that road is one of those typically English, corkscrew
lanes, winding gingerly round the edges of John Doe's
and Richard Roe's strips of property, and not like those
magnificent roads abroad that hold their course in one
unswerving line to the horizon, and of which it is said
that they all lead to Rome.